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(7 We again offer to our readers a sheet well 
filled with interesting documents and papers. We 
did intend, before this time, to have commenced 
the publication of a selection of papers from the 
Jarge volume of documents presented about cer- 
tain late transactions in Florida,—but have thought 
it best to endeavor to keep up with the current of 
matter as well as@ve can, and leave that, and some 
other things, for record after the rising of congress; 
when room will be afforded to inseft them in re- 
gular succession. 


The late period of the week in which we re- 
ceived the important report of the committee on 
foreign relations of the house of representatives, 
on the message of the president respecting a re- 
cognition of the independence of certain late Spa- 
nish provinces in America,has caused the exclusimr 
of some articles that were in typé, and prev ». 
the insertion of others laid off for publicatior 
we are very certain that this able and impoi ant 
state paper will afford more pleasure to our read- 
ers than any thing else that it was in our power to 
effer them. Its sentiment is, undoubtedly, in full 
accordance with the wishes of the American peo- 
ple. 






(C7 The papers regarding the commerce and na- 
vigation of the United States, inserted in this num- 
ber, are highly interesting, though they do little to 
afford us an idea of what is the “balance of trade,” 
as we may attempt to demonstrate hereafter. The 
late report of the committee of foreign relations 
to the senate, says “that the value of cur exports 
exceeds that of our imports’”—but it did not occur 
tothe committee that the excess was made up of a 
commodity which may be called, if not the soul, at 
least the barometer of commerce—specie. If hu- 
man life could be sustained by the loss of an ounce 
of brains, while the body of a man acquired an ad- 
ditional weight of half a pound of bread and meat, . 
the balance would be in favor of the system—but none | 
of us would be willing to have our “prosperity” 
shewn by such an excess of weight: and it is really | 
strange that any one can believe our system to be 
is a good one, while it acts as a drain of the precious 
metals, which we do not produce—when gold is at 
6 or 7 per cent. above the silrer, or ordinary cur- 
fency of our country, and exchange on England at 
15 per cent. advance. 


Sete 


Pinarss oF Cuns. The authorities of the island 
at length appear to be in earnest to break up the 
nests of wretches at Cape Antonio, kc. We have al- 
ready mentioned that a number of the banditti had 
been killed or taken prisoners, by two parties des- 
patched forthe purpose. A number of others have 
since been brought in, and the captain and lieut. 
of one of the gangs were promptly tried, convicted 
and shot. Of another gang, six were killed and 
fifteen made prisoners. The introduction of some 

oods that had been taken from a Boston schooner, 
led to the discovery of five persons—they were im- 
mediately sent to theprisons of Havana; of which 
city they were residents, young men of decent ap- 
pearance. 
Vou, XXTRe— +4, 








| Haxti. By referring to the tubles shew 
trade and navigation of the United States, insert- 
ed in the present sheet, it appears that the wal 
of our imports from Hayti amounted to 2, 
dollars; and that of our exports was estimated at 
2,270,601, 
should be chiefly attended to, it will appe: that 
the trade with these blacks is more im} 


amount, to us, than that of many countries in whom 
we have highly dignified ministers ou agents. 


To England, &c. we exported, in value $18,464,703 





Oras much as to Russia, Prussia, Sweden, Den- 











mark and Irelan The trade employed 49,139 
‘ons of s!'*npinge red), which was more than 
rom any . .iuer nation, people, or territory, except 
England, British American colonies, and Cuba. 

There is much matter for reflection on the facts 
here presented. It leadsto a consideration of the 
real value of the foreign trade which engrosses so 
great a share of the public attention, and costs us 
so much money, pomp, parade and negociation. 
It is as nothing to the Aome market. And the ne- 
groes of Hayti are more interesting to us, in a 
commercial point of view, than “legitimate” Russia, 
Prussia, Sweden, Denmark and Norway, Turkey, 
all the states of Italy, and half a dozen:more “pow- 
ers:” and, unless for commercial purposes, what 
have we to do with any of them? 


A Bap Bustness. A gentleman of South Caroli- 
na, on exhibiting his zeal for the prosperity of this 
work in the most intelligent manner, says that his 
paper is “lent out to the town’s people”—that he 

ten has to «run a race over the whole village in 
‘st of it.” Headds, that for three weeks in suc- 
‘sion, he has not received one Reetstrer at the 
‘-office, but found it in the hands of some person 
vi the neighborhood: yet it seems that he general- 
ly gets it, after every body but its owner has read 
it. Ifthe gentleman will give me leave to use his 
name, I will represent the fact to the post master- 
general, who, I am quite sure, will remove the de- 
puty that is so regardless of his duty and his oath, 
if the facts shall appear as stated, of which I have 
no doubt; and I promise also, to | robe the per- 
son, if I can get within striking distance of him, 


ANOTHER BAD BUSINESS. From the Democratic 
Press of Monday last, addressed to the editor: —«In 
November last I accepted a draft fora customer of 
mine in the western country for the sum of $500, 
which was discounted at the bank of the United 
States and becomes due to-morrow. Three weeks 
ago I received from my western friend pension cer- 
tificates amounting to $700, which should have 
been paid on the 4th instant, but are not paid be- 
cause the bank will not advance the money to the 
government, 


_ Quere? if my acceptance is protested, whose 
credit ought to suffer? ax. ¥. Z, 


ing the 


If the exports are regarded, which . 


France 5,526,139 
Cuba 4,540,680 
China, chiefly specie 4,290,560 
Holland 3,694,265 
Hayti 2,270,601 
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- The editor vf the “Press,” appe ars to Lave no dif. | ending 12th Dec. 1821, 18,451; christenings 25,232. 


ficulty about making up his mind who ought to suf- 
fer, but thinks that his correspondent would be the 
only loser by a protest. He says that**many cases 
of much greater hardship have lately o€curred in 
consequence of the shameful neglect of congress 
and want of liberality on the part of the bank.?— 
But, may it not be that the bank has been so “libe- 
ral” in respect to other demands, of or against the 
government, as to have caased the directors to ap- 
prehend that they had been Uéeral enough? 





Consistency. A gentleman in one of the eastern 
stases—one of my best, because one of my most 
punctual subscribers, lately requested the perform- 
ance of a little service on my part, which, being 
promptly attended to, may result in great beneht 
to him, as the manufacturer of a certain article 
that strikes more powerfully than, perhaps, any 
other at the amount of foreign poodsitiported. Ou 
putting his letter on file, I observed that the paper 
was beautifully marked with Britannia, re posing on 
a shield and surmounted with a crown. My first im- 
pression was, to retain the answer which I hed just 
written to his 1: tter, and, instead of it, to ask him 
how he could expect that J should give my aid to 
extend Ais manuiacture, while 4e refused even to 
use the paper manufactured by his neighbor?—but 
J thought it probable that some cunning man might 
have given this paper a royai water mark to please 
his customers, as a certain person did to please the 
congress of the Uniled States some years ago,* or that 
my correspondentdid not notice it, even if really of 
British manufacture—and so [ sentcn the informa. 
tion desired, with a hope that he may profit by it, 
as well as by this hint about consistency. 

Forrien nEws—London papers of the 25th Jan. 
feceived at Pliladelphia, 

England, &c. 3 per cent. cons«ls 75 7-8 3-4. The 
manufacturers of the north appear to be very bu- 
sily employed; but great distress prevails every 
where among the agriculturalists, and many meet- 


ings have been held, and were holding, to petition | 


parliament for relief, by reducing the expenses of 
government, according to the alteration of the va- 
lue of money, by abolishing sinecures, &c, &c, and 
also to reduce. the rate of interest payabie on the 
publicdebt. ‘The difficulties of this class cf peo- 
ple appear tobe extreme. We have seen it stated 
that the whole surplus of a well-managed farm, 
will not satisty the demands on the land for taxes, 
tythes and: poor rates!--In consequence, many 
farms are withouttenants. Those interested in the 
West India trade, on behalf of the colonists and 
themselves, are also making great efforts to obtain 
relief. It appears that the best-worked estates 
will not keep their owners out of debt, from the 
Jow prices of sugar and rum. The who/enet profit 
is now said to be only 12/. on a bhd. of sugar; and 
out of this the piantation, &c. is to be supported— 
hitherto the rum and molasses paid ali the ex- 
penses and left the sugar as the surplus product 
for the planter ‘The total revenue of Grvat Bri- 
tain for the year ending 5th Jan. 1822 «exclu- 
sive of property and unappropriated war duties,” 
amounted to 50,931.705/. By the returns of edu- 
cation, it appears 159,581 children are receiving 
instruction at endowed schools, 415,561 in charity 
schools, and 401,087 in Sunday schools. Deaths in 
London, (within and without the walls) for the year 





*A sheet of this, manufactured not far from the 
capttol, is deposited among my ctriosities, 


Of the deaths, 34 were executed, 32 suicides, and 
222 of insanity. Ireland is yet greatly disturbed— 
murders and house-burnings are quite common in 
some parts of the country. . 

France. One frigate, and two corvettes have 
sailed with troops for Cayenne, &c. A ship has 
sailed from Marseilles for the Morea, with 60 offi- 
cers to assist the Greeks—150 more were waiting 
an opportunity to embark; they are French, I[ta- 
lians and Germans. Some disturbances had taken 
place at Brest, betWeen the garrison and the peo- 
ple, in which shots were exchanged. The latter 
endeavored to gain possession of the Chateau, but 
failed. Particulars not given. 

The priests in France, in actual employment, 
amount to 35.286, of whom 14,870 are more than 
6) years old; 4,156 were ordained during the last 
year. , 

Spain. It is asserted that the king has resolved 
to accept the resignation of his ministers. There 
is aréport that Aiego is dead—supposed to have 
been poisoned by certain priests. 

Portugal. The cortes had discussed the subject 
and agreed to the propriety of establishing a na- 
tional bank, with acapital equal to about 6,250,000 
dollars, to be located at Lisbon, and have extensive 
privileges for 20 years, on condition of loaning the 
government two fifths of its capital at 4 per cent. 
It directs also that the plates shall be of the “in. 
vention of the celebrated artist Perkins,” 

The cortes have established the érial dy jury, in 
both criminal and civil cases. 


Italy. The pope is said to have been at the point 
,of death. It was understood that, in case of his 
decease, the archduke Rodo/ph, of Austria, made 
a cardinal about two years ago, would succeed to 
, the chair. 


Russia. Troops were still marching to the Turk- 
ish frontier — 2,0U0 waggons, loaded with ammuni- 
tion, wcre on the road, Many circumstances are 
mentioned to shew the prospect of immediate hos. 
tilities, which are generally regarded as being in- 
-evitable. It is possible that Alexander only delays 
for the purpose of providing means by which, as 
|it were, be can instantly crush the Turkish power, 
‘and so prevent a massacre of the Greeks: but no- 
i thing is known of his determinations, All the Rus- 
sians are anxious for war: and the emperor’s bro- 
ther, Constantine, is impatient to become “king 
of Greece,”’ which is said to be promised him, But 
the London Courier says that there will not be any 
war between Russia and Turkey. 


Turkey, &c. Fhe export of arms and ammuni- 
tion is prohibited at Malta, lest the Greeks sliould 
be supplied. Fhe Turks having collected their 
forces in the neighborhood, attacked Jannina, and 
succeeded in making themselves masters of the 
emmences, but the main fortresses still remained 
in the possession of Ali. In the mean time, the 
Epirots were busy in capturing the forts in their 
country that yet remained possessed by the Turks. 
Prince A. Ypsilanti is at Perth, in Hungary, where 
he appears to be confined asa prisoner, The Turk- 
ish force in Moldavia and Wallachia is estimated at 
80,000 men. Many old soldiers, from different 
parts of Europe, are repairing to Greece, to take a 
part against her enemies. The Samiens are said 





to have made a fifth descent into Asia minor, from 
whence they carried off arich booty. The people 
of the fonian islands are not only disarmed, but 
gome of them, who had concealed urms, have been 
| hung, by their British “protectors.” Some of tht 
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British ministerial papers give us to understand 


that Turkey has agreed to the Russian ultimatum, 

The following toast was lately drank by a large 
company at Liverpool—*May ‘Turkey be well roast- 
ed by the fire of Liberty and well basted by Greece.’ 

Colombia. Coro has fallen into the hands of the 
republicans—Porto Cabello is the only spot held 
by the royalists—which is about to be invested and 
must be taken. The independence of Quito 1s 
confirmed. The foreign officers and soldiers, who 
went out under generals Devereux and English, 
appear to be in much.consideration. Liberal re- 
werds have been granted for their services, and it 
appears that most of them will settle in the coun. 
try—some have already become cultivators of cof- 
fee, &c. in the delightful country which they have 
assisted in the emancipation of. Bolivar, still «illus- 
trjous,” has the best feelings towards strangers, and 
is anxious to strengthen the new government by 
introducing the arts through persons having a 
knowledge of them. 








Commerce of the United States. 


Extracts from or abstracts of the documents and 
papers accompanying the letter of the secretary 
of the treasury of the 23d January, 1822, in con- 
formity to the act, entitled «An act to provide 
for obtaining accurate statements of the foreign 
commerce of the United States,” passed 10th Fe- 
bruary, 1821—shewing the commerce and navi- 
gation of the United Siates for the year ending 
SU0th September, 1821: all which make a ponder- 
ous’ pamphlet of 165 pages, besides many heavy 
tables. But the following, it is believed, will 
answer all general enquiries: 
ImrorTSs FOR THE YEAR ENDING SOth Serr. 1821. 

Articles free of duty. ‘The entire value of. these 
was $10,082,513—of which $1,987,195 was receiv- 
ed in foreign vessels. The items were: — 


In gold and silver coin 47,980,000 
Bullion ‘ ‘ ‘ 84,890 
Copper, brass and tinin pigs & bars 246,328 
Dye woods . ‘ ‘ 76,020 
Raw hides. . : ° 892,530 
Brimstone and sulphur 29,446 
Furs, undressed . ‘ 224,192 
Plaster of Paris. ; i 141,369 
Burr stones, unwrought ° 2,567 
All other free articles 404,971 


Ad valorem goods. The entire value of merchan- 
dise paying duties ad valorem, was $30,894,917; of 
which $29,118,313 was in American vessels, and 
$1,776,604 was in foreign vessels. Of the value 
of merchandise imported paying ad valorem duties, 
$25,775,845 consisted of manufactured goods in 
the following proportions, viz. 

Woollen piece goods, cloths, cassimeres, 

_ worsted and stuff, blankets andrugs $7,238,954 

Cotton piece goods, nankeens, hose, 
twist, yarn and thread 

Silk goods 

Linens, bleached and unbleached 

Hempen goods 226,174 

Brass and copper do. 386,356 

Iron and steel, not paying specific duty 1,630,129 


7,788,514 
4,486,924 
2,564,159 


Glass ware do. do. 240,001 
China, earthen and stone ware 663,883 
Tin and pewter 20,343 
Tin in sheets or plates 149,380 


Writing and wrapping paper 
Manufactures of gold, silver and pre- 
cious stones 


58,137 
120,075 


_ The entire value of merchandise paying specific 
rates of duty, imported in the same period, was 
$21,608,494; of which $20,812,468 was imported 
in American, and 796,026 in foreign vessels. The 
following statement embraces the quantity and va- 
lue of each description of goods. ~ 


3 . Quantity. Val 
Duck and sheeting _ pieces 82,103 $894,276 


Wines gallons 3,215,142 1,873,464 








Spirits do 8,658,150 1,804,798 
Molasses do 9,086,982 1,719,227 
Teas pounds 4,975,646: 1,322,636. 
Coffee do 21,273,659 4,489.970. 
Sugar, brown & white do 59,512,835 3,553,582 
do. candy, Pf & ’mp do 2,866 313. 
Indigo do 584,805 704,412 
Cocoa do 1,920,516 231,174 
Candles, cheese, soap 
and tallow do 4,565,995 464,619 
Spices do 2,636,169 310,28, 
Fruits do 2,878,873 181,035 
Cotton do 691,039 140,616 
Paints, ochre, &c. do 4,369,766 322.468 
Lead, pig, barand shot do — 5,488,005 284,701 
Cordage do 931,697 107,867 
Iron and steel wire do 305,359 35,884 
Iron, tacks, nails, anchors +’ 
and sheet do 3,588,504 145,711 
iron in bars and bolts 
rolled cw, 43,684 1,213,041 
Do. hammered do $43,094 
Do. in pigs do 18,356 ) 
Do. Gatines do 7,037 96,805 ; 
Steel do 11,570 131,291. 
Hemp do 86,192 510,489 
Salt bushels 3,943,727 609,021 
Coal em — do 627,737 91,3552 
Glass black qt. bottles er. 10,147 
Do. window  100s9.f. 8.824% 107,354 
Boots and shoes pairs 7,995 6,445 
Cigars M. 11,000 113,601 
Beer, ale and porter alls. 72,413 59,950 
Oil, fish & olive in casks do 56,943 51,680 
Chocolate pounds 1,326 419 
Tobacco and snuff do * 2,350 647 
Gunpowder do 73,974 12,416 
Bristies and glue do 123,491 29,155 
Copper and composition 
rods and spikes do 37,892 9,050 
Alum cwt. 1,364 3,741 
Copperas do 1,829 1,581 
Playing cards packs 586 136 
Fish, dried quintals 346 13.186 
Do. pickled barrels 1,171 ‘ 
$21,608,499 
Entire value of ad valorem do. 30,894,917 
Do. do. free of duty 10,082,315 
Total importation of the year $62,585,724 


Exports POR THE YEAR ENDING 30th Sept. 1821. 
The sea, $1,499,188. 


Dried fish, or cod fishery $708,778 
Pickled fish, or river fishery, (herring, 

shad, salmon, mackarel) 264,813 
Whale (common) oil and bone 350,480 
Spermacetti oil and candles 175,117 

The forest, $3,794,341. 

Skins and furs 766,205 
Ginseng 171,786 


Lumber, (boards, staves, shingles, hoops 





Hats, caps and bonnets 352,196 


and poles, hewn timber, &c.) 1,512,808 
Oak bark, and other dye 139,534 
Naval stores, (tar, pitch, rosin, turpen.) 314,660 
Ashes, pot and pear! , 


$89,348 
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Agriculture, % 35,407,992. 


Beet, tallow, hides, live cattle 698,323 
Butter and cheese 190,287 
Pork, (pickled) bacon, lard, live hogs 1,354,116 
Horses and mules 59,830 
Sheep 22,175 
Wheat, flour and biscuit 4,476,357 
Indian corn and meal 606,279 
Rice 1,494,307 
All other, (rye, oats, pulse, potatoes, ap- 
ples, &c.) 173,543 
Tobacco 5,648,962 
Cotton 20,157,484 
Flaxseed 420,202 
Hops 18,498 
‘Wax 85,654 
Brown sugar 1,975 


Manufactures, $2,262,622. 
From domestic materials. 


| Soap and tallow candles 661,409 
Leather, boets, shoes, saddlery 504,430 
Hats 63,363 





Grain, beer, spirits 120,561 
Wood, (including coaches and other car- 
riages) 369,511 
Cordage 26,662 
Iron 108,083 
Snuff and tobacco 149,083 
Various items, (lead, linseed oil, spirits of 
turpentine, &c.) 24,044 
Of foreign materials. 
Spirits from molasses 280,648 
Sugar, refined 24,051 
Chocolate 2,166 
Gunpowder 56,919 
Brass and copper 26,694 
Medicinal drugs 44,998 
Uncertain $707,751—Articles not distin. 
guished in returns. 
Manufactured 492,009 
Raw produce 215,742 
Total $43,671,894 


Of the growth, product and manufacture of FOREIGN 
countries, same time.——Merchandise free of duty, 


viz. 
Copper, brass and tin, in pigs or bars 22,822 
Bullion 90 
Gold and silver coin 10,477,969 
Dye woods 112,855 
Raw hides 61,921 
Brimstone and sulphur 935 
Furs, undressed 7,839 
Plaster of Paris 88 
Burr stones, unwrought 153 
All other articles free of duty 80,085 





Total $10,764,757 


Merchandise paying duties ad valorem, viz. 
Manufactures of woollen piece goods, 


cloths and cassimeres 229,785 
worsted and stuff 102,572 
blankets and rugs 46,895 
Cotton piece goods. « 
printed and colored 379,701 
white 320,302 
nankeens 874,608 
woollen and cotton hose 2,330 


cotton, twist, yarn and thread 6,532 
P linens, bleach’d & unbleach’d 245,848 
silk goods’ . ~ 1,057,233 





hempen goods 26,516 
brass 961 
copper, or of which copper is 

the material of chief value 5,194 














iron and steel, other than that 
paying aspecific rate of duty 164,306 
wares, glass do do 45,583 
) china 7,804 
earthen and stone 31,049 
tin and pewter 4,018. 
paper, writing & wrapping 10,189 
gold, silver & precious stones 67,395 
hats, caps and bonnets 9,967 
Unmanufactured copper, subject to a duty 
of 15 per cent. 6,085 
tin in sheets or plates 10,291 
All other articles paying an ad valerem 
rate of duty 939,916 
F 4,595,090. 
Merchandise paying specific rates of duty. 
Duck and sheetings $423,950 
Wines 240,929 
Spirits from grain 30,137 
Do. other materials 135,023 
Beer, ale and porter, 4,615 
Oil, olive, in casks 2,046 
Molasses 11,232 
Teas 242,372 
Coffee 2,087,479 
Cocoa 228,219 
Sugar, brown and white 1,549,185 
Do. candy, loaf and lump 143 
Fruits 15,373 
Candles, cheese, soap and tallow 32,381 
Spices 236,072 
Indigo 416,968 
Cotton 104,255 
Snuff 782 
Gunpowder 6,708 
Bristles and glue 2,112 
Paints 8,444 
Lead, pig, bar and shot 11,276 
Cordage 16,646 
Copper and composition nails and spikes 3,616 
Iron and steel wire 440 
Iron, tacks, nails, anchors and sheet 14,291 
Do. in bars and bolts, rolled 
Do. do ain + — 
Do. castings : » 351 
Steel 16,088 
Allum -4l 
Copperas 28 
Coal 2,450 
Salt 15,521 
Fish, dried and pickled 3,066 
Glass, black quart bottles and windew 2,751 
Boots and shoes 9,224 
Cigars . 15,935 
Playing cards 520 
Value of merchandise paying specific 
rates of duty 5,042,641 
Do. do, free of duty 10,764,757 
Do. do. paying ad valorem 
ratesof duty 4,595,090 
Total value of foreign produce 21,302,488 
Do. domestic do. 43,671,894 
Total value of domestic and foreign Z 
produce % 64,974,382 
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Statistical view of the commerce of the United States, exhibiting the value of articles of every description 
of imports from, and the value of articles of every description of exronts to, each foreign country; also, 
the tonnage of American and foreign vessels arriving from, and departing to, each foreign country, and 
the tonnage belonging to each foreign power employed in the commerce of the United States, for the year 
ending 30th September, 1821, [See note below. | 

































































‘Votalvalue| Tonnage | 
of domestic entered. 
Value of | Domestic} Foreign /and foreign) , meee 
imports | exports. | exports. |produceexjAmeri-; Fo- | 
ported. can |reign. f 
DOLLARS, | DOLLARS, | DOLLARS, | DOLLARS, | Tons. | Tons. 1 
Russia ; 1,852,199} 127,939} 500,955} 628,894) 13,827] . . } 
Prussia ° a. pe ae ae ech mee 726 
Sweden . . ° 759,753 154,213 62,968; 217,181 10,779] 1,188 
Swedish West Indies ; 611,116 507,077 53,149 560,226’ 13,083 $63 
Denmark and Norway 16,156 165,568 360,535 526,103 l4yl} .. 
Danish West Indies . 1,983,574) 1,316,296) 485,483) 1,801,779 39,407] 1,689 
.Holland . , . , 1,938,953} 1,954,513] 1,739,692) 3,694,205 25,851] 1,403 
Dutch West Indies and Am. colonies 860,950} 533,259 149,784! 683,043 16,468 422) 
Do. East Indies , ‘ 134,369} 133,010) 1,581,803) 1714,813 1,597] . . 
England, Man and Berwick . : 23,180,862) 16,339,109) 2,125,594) 18,464 703.112,053] 39,024 
Scotland . ‘ ° ‘ 1,220,092} 1,405,448 13,683) 1,419,131; 4,737] 7,232 
Ireland ° ° ‘ 686,154| 889,577 4,069} 893,646 9,479] 3,018 
Gibraltar , ° . 1,234,263] 956,111 513,635} 1,469,746 11,203 435 
British African ports. ° ° 6,581 9,953 5,013 14,966 376] . 
Newfoundland and British fisheries 213 260 4,478 4,7 38 448 
British East Indies . . 1,530,799 32,089) 1,934,190} 1,966,279) 4,548] . 
Do. West Indies 927,346 264,632 470 265,102) 32,631} .. 
Do.. American colonies . 490,704) 2,009,336 455) 2,009,791'/110,821 405 
Other British colonies ‘ 994 2.113 2,357 14,470 796 aye 
The Hanse towns and ports of Germany 990,165} 1,535,506 597,038} 2,152,544) 14,524) 4,180 
French European ports on the Atlantic! 4,493,917) 5,098,843) 349,010} 5,447,853} 11,431} 11 273! 
Do. do. do. Mediterranean 496,023 69,855 10,851 80,706; 3,70 838 
Do West Indies and Am. colonies 900,616; 846,597 49,838; 896,435 a7 mi 
Do. East Indies . mis te 5,784 1,784 (eG 
Bourbon and Mauritius . ° 10,022 19,600: 22,556 42,156 194... 
Hayti ' ° A 2,246,257; 1,740,383) 530,218) 2,270,601) 49,139} .980 
Spanish European ports onthe Atlantic} 254,025) 324,706 189,900; 514,606) 6585) .. 
Do. do. do. Mediterranean} 288,368 24,225 915 25,140] 4,747 563 
Teneriffe and the other Canaries 265,089 74,828 48,637 123,465} 2,329 : 
Manilla and Philippine islands 114,861 1,359 209,964 211,323 74o) . 2% 
Floridas . ; ‘ , 189,730} 300,248 49,522 349,770) 9,082 458 
Honduras, Campeachy, &c.. . 216,075 99,895 106,830 206,725; $111 246 
Cuba 4. ° “ ° 6,584,849} 2,950,055) 1,590,625; 4,540,680/106.826| 4,478 
Other Spanish West Indies 626,616 175,217;  33,604| 208,821! 14.320] 63 
Spanish South American colonies 1,114,117 508,176 529,559} 1,037,735] 13,838 603 
Portugal ° ° 356,116 147,726 66 147,792) 19678} 1.015 
Madeira . ‘ ‘ ° 190,289} 193,414 26,667 220,081} 4,140 148 
Fayal and the other Azores 137,982 26,537 11,158 31,99, “2.aael 
Cape de Verd islands > 64,036 22,176 7,656 29,832) 5,038 92 
Brazil and other Port’ese Am. colonies 605,126 885,348 496,412) 1,381,760) 10,599 j 
Italy and Malta . : : 973,468 410,171 689,496) 1,099,667} 6,573 | 
Triest and other Aus’n ports on Adriatic} 229,79 31,781 308,580 340,361} 2,018) .. 
Turkey, Levant, Egypt, &c.  . 395,68 30,883} 406,997; 437,880) 1,661 192) 
China . ‘ 5 3,111,951 388,535} 3,902,025; 4,290,560} 5,622) . . 
Asia, generally . . 123,221 32,467} 1,180,797, 1,215,264) 1,532 : 
West Indies, do. ° 3,727 §13,039 47,474 §60,513 216 : 
Europe, do. a 183,854 10,782; 194,636 261 
Africa, - Sa ° 129,943 85,062 41,629 126,691) 1,037 ? 
South Seas , ‘ ; 9 40,328 31,080 71,408} 10,643] . . 
North West coast of America , P 94,493] 282,505, 376,998) - - 
Uncertain ports, places, &c, 3,832 ae & ae Seay 
Total, 62,585,724) 43,671,894) 21,302,488) 64,974,38 .|765,098| $1,526 





The necessity of forcing the table into the size of our page, has caused an exclusion of the columns 


that shew the value of imports or exports, as received or sent forth in American or foreign vessels, 
and also the amount of foreign tonnage departing. But the following abstracts will serve all ordinary 


references. 


Of the imports—the value of 58,025,899 dollars was received in American, and 4,559,825 in foreign 
vessels. Of the entries of foreign tonnage, 55,188 was British, 6,024 Hanse towns, 5,386 Swedish, 
4,580 Spanish, 4,037 Danish, 1,916 French, 931 Prussian, 370 Haytian. 

Of the exports —-Domestic produce: the value of $34,465,272 was exported in American vessels, and 


9,206,522 in foreign: of foreign articles—20,710,700 in American, and 591,782 in foreign vessels. 
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Tonxnace. To save a whole page, we have added 
two columns to the preceding table to shew the 
‘amount of domestic and foreign tonnage that enter- 
edthe ports ofthe U. States during the year which 
ended on the 30th Sept. 1821. This, we presume, 
will be amply sufficient toshew the general result of 
our navigation. The amount of tonnage that depart- 
ed is commonly about the same as that which enter- 
ed, except in the casesnoted below,—for the use of 
those who seek minute information on the subject; 
and, by comparing these items. with the corres- 
‘ponding entries in the two last columns of the ta- 
ble, every remarkable difference in the amounts 
will appear. gcpiIn cases where the fact is not 
otherwise stated, American tonnage only, is al- 
luded to—and the amount of foreign that depart- 
ed is left to be inferred by the amount that enter- 
ed. 

Departed. For Russia 4,521 tons; Sweden 1,616; 
Swedish West Indies 20,774; Denmark and Norway 
4,142; Danish West Indies 46,299; Dutch East In- 
dies 5,610; England, &c. 128,729, Am. and 19,546 
foreign; Ireland 12,812; Gibraltar 20,954; British 
East Indies 22.0838; Hanse towns, &c. 17,308; French 
ports on the Atlantic 798 American, and 36,392 fo 
reign; ditto, on the Mediterranean 316 Am. and 593 
foreign; Hayti 46.171; Spanish ports on the Atlan- 
tic 8 664; do. on the Mediterranean 1,174; Portu- 


gal 5,106; Madeira 8,082; Cape de Verds 825; |} 


Brazil, &c. 22,264; Italy and Malta 8,802; Asia, ge- 
nerally, 5,425; West Indies, generally, 17,623; Eu- 
rope, generally, 2,294; South Seas 17,968; Narth 
West coast of America 4,298. ‘ 
The only very remarkable or important things 
to be derived from a comparison of the departures 
with the entries, have respect to our trade with 
Russia, Sweden, France, Brazil, the South Seas and 
North West coast—in which the differences are 
reat.- From France, it appears that there arrived 
about 22,500 tons of which one half was American; 
and there departed about 37,000 tons, of which 
more than 36,000 were foreign, This shews us 
the operation of the restrictive regulations of the 
two countries in respect to navigation; and it seems 
like a contention “to do one another the most 
harm,” for the benefit of other nations: yet we 
must believe that our government is right in its 
proceedings in the case. 


without reciprocity. 
GENERAL SUMMARY. 
The amount of our imports has been al- 
ready stated at $52,586,724 
And that of our exports at 64,974,382 





Of our imports, we derive from Great 
Britain, her colonies and dependen- 
cies, including the East Indies, goods 
to the value of 

From France and her dependencies, 

From Spain and her dependencies (of 
which Cuba alone furnishes 6,584,849), 9,653,728 


29,277,938 
5,900,581 


From China, 3,111,195 
From: Holland, including her West In- 

dia and American colonies, 2,934,272 
From Hayti, 2,246,257 
From Denmark and her West India co. 

lonies, 1,999,730 
From Russia, : 1,852,199 
From Sweden and her West India colo- 

nies, ~ 1,369,869 
From the Hanse towns 990,165 
From Italy and Malta, 973,463 


Which, with various small importations from 
ether places, make up the above amount. 


There cannot be justice | 


Our exports are,to G. Britain 
and her dependencies, in 








domestic produce, $21,918,628 
In foreign do. 4,603,944 
$26,522,572 
To France, &c. 6,041,000 
434,039 
6,475,059 
To Spain, &c. 4,458,709 


* 2,750,565 























7,209,275 
To Holland, &e. 2,620,782 

3,471,279 

6,092,061 
To China, 388,535 
3,902,025 

4,290,560 
To the Hanse towns, 1,535,506 
597,038 

9,132,544 
To Denmark, &c. 1,481,864 
846,018 

2,527,882 
To Portugal, &c, 1,275,501 
541,959 

— 1,817,560 
To Asia generally, 388,535 
1,180,797 

1,569,33° 


Which, with other small items, make up the 
amount of exports. 


"The largest items in the imports were— 





Specie and bullion, 8,064,890 
Value of manufactures of cotton, 7,239,790 
wooilen, 7,238,954 
silk, 4,486,924. 
linen, 2,564,159 
iron and steel, 3,212,141 
21,273,659 Ibs. of coffee, 4,489,970 
59,512,835 lbs. of sugar, 3,553,582 
wines, 1,873,464 
The largest items of export were— 

Cotton, 20,157,484 
Specie, 10,478,000 

Wheat, flour, Indian corn and meal, 
rye, apples, &c. ~ 9,075,217 
Tobacco, 5,648,962 
Coffee, 2,087,479 
Sugar, 1,549,185 
Silks, 1,057,235 
Statement, exhibiting the quantity of tonnage entered and cleared 


in and from the respective states and territories, during the year 
ending on the 30th September, 1821. 
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804,947 





TONNAGE. 
American vessels.| Foreign vessels. 
STATES, ke. — 
Entered _|Cleared./Entered.{ Cleared, 
Maine . ° 71,700] 111,844 883 520 
New Hampshire . . 9,506] 8,237 
Massachusetts . . 158,891] 129,741 1,605 1,170 
Vermont . . 1,019 901 80 40 
Rhode Island . 22,808; 21,314 143 107 
Connecticut . ° 16,464] 14,749 
New York . 156,493] 158,174] 13,856] 10,720 
New Jersey > . 250 231 
Pennsylvania . ° 70,679] 69,436; 4,162 3,641 
Delaware .. e 4.081 2,388 
Maryland e . 67,504} 61,687 5,489 4,677 
District of Columbia 12,546} 15,035 
Virginia . ° 27,004) 33,545 4,598 6,483 
North Carolina ° » 29,904 37,343 293 109 
South Carolina 30,524) 45,342] 18,744] 19,525 
Georgia . , © 24,075| 41,468} 11,239] 14,666 
Mississippi = « 6,235} 4,197 336 419 
Louisiana . 54,802} 49,115] 19,919] 20,904 
East Florida 272 190 i78 92 
West Florida ° 341 
Total, | 765,098 81,526) 83,073 
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Weights and Measures. 


In the house of representatives of the United States, 
March 1A— : 


Mr. Lowndes, from the committee to whom was | 


referred the report on weights and measures, made 
by the secretary of state, on the 22nd Feb. 1821, 
made a report, accompanied by a joint resolution, 
as follows— 

Rrport--That so comprehensive a view has been 
given in the document referréd to them, of the ori- 
gin and history of the measures end weights, now in 
use in the United States, and so full an examination 
of the different proposals which have been made for 
their improvement, that they deem it scarcely ne- 
cessary to do more than to submit the resolutions 
which they think it expedient that congress should 
pass at thistime. Their object is only to “render 
uniform and stable the measures and weights, which 
we at present possess.” 


To effect this, they propose that the president 
shall cause application to be made to the English 
government, to allow models of the yard, the Win- 
chester bushel, wine gallon aud pound,{avoirdupois) 
to be procured from its officers. For the purpose of 
easy and perfect comparison, it may be well that the 
yard should be. traced upon the rod of platina in 
the possession of the department of state on which 
is traced the French metre. These models should 
be made with the utmost accuracy which the art 
and science of England can give, and if satisfactory 
to congress, should be declared the standard yard, 
bushel, liquid gallon, and pound of the United 
States. There is some difference of opinion as to 
the material of which the standards shall be form. 
ed. The committee will not detain the house, by a 
full exposition of the reasons which lead them to 
conclude that, at least, the standards of length and 
weight should be of platipa, as the material on 
which time is found to prveduce the smallest change 
Thesecretary of state, who adopts an opposite opi- 
nion, has said that “the very extraordinary proper- 
ties of platina, its unequalled specific gravity, its 
infusability, its durability, its powers of resistance 
against all the ordinary agents of destruction and 
change, give it advantuges, and claims to employ- 
ment as a primary standaid for -weights, measures 
and coins to which no other substance in nature 
has equal pretensions. Should the fortunate peri- 
od arrive when the improvement in the moral and 
political condition of man, will admit of the intro- 
duction of one universal standard, for the use of 
mankind, it is hoped and believed that the platina 
metre will be that standard.” 


But it is the immutability of platina recommends 
it so strongly as a standard for all nations, and all 
times, can hardly be amiss to adopt it, for the in- 
tervals which may elapse before the universal adop- 
tion of a natural standard. ‘This interval the secre- 
tary and the committee may be willing to shorten, 
but it seems likely to last so long as diversities of 
laws, and language among men. If the standard 
found shall be of platina, it must of course be made 
equiponderent with the English pound in vacuo, 
and the same means must be used in making the 
models of weight which are intended for distribu- 
tion among the states, 1 he standard of measures of 
capacity must probably be of copper or brass, and 
the careful preservation of all the standards may 
be provided for, in the laws which shall establish 
them. The committee think it best that they should 
be kept in the department of state, and used only 
to verify the models which may be issued under 
the authority of government, 


The committee believe that by distributing accu- 
rate copies of these standards among the states, the 
present inequality of weights and measures will be 
so far removed, as to Icave little practical inconve- 
nience in thatregard. They propose that the pre- 
sident shall cause to be procured such a number 
of copies or models of these standards of weight 
and measure, (with their most convenient mul- 
tiples and divisions), as may be necessary to al- 
low one model of each standard to be lodged with 
the clerk of each district court of the United States, 
}and one to be given to each state and territory, to 
|be dispesed of as its legislature may direct. Ihe 
‘most convenient material for those copies will: pro- 
bably be copper or brass; but the determination of 
this question may best be referred to the authority 
which shall procure them. rok 

It is’ believed that no other obligation will be 
required to enforce, on the part of the officers in 
the service of the United States, the use of weights 
and measures, conformed to the standards establish- 
ed by law, than that which a sense of duty and a de- 
pendence upon the government for thei >ontinu- 
ance in office, must produce. The committee think 
it best that congress, after providing the standards 
of weights and measures, and furnishing models of 
them to every state , should leave it to the laws of 
the several states to enforce their use by persons 
who are not in the service of the United States. In 
the custom houses and land offices the measures 
and weights may be provided from the same funds, 
and under the same authority, which have been 
hitherto employed. The committee suppose it ne- 
cessary only to provide for such a distribution of 
models as may make it easy to verify the weights 
and measures, which may be used by either public 
officers or in private transactions, It was proposed 
by a former committee of the house of representa- 
tives, in a report made in Jan. 1819, that the rela- 
tions between the different standards should be ac- 
curately ascertained and declared in the law which 
should establish them. It was observed that «the 
determination of the proportions between lineal 
measures and measures of capacity, and between 
both these and weights, may have some effect in en- 
abling us to detect, without too difficult a process, 
the defects of measures of capacity, and, possibly, 
of weights in common use. For this purpose it 
would perhaps be convenient to establish, not mere- 
ly the cubical contents of the common measures of 
capacity, but to fix determinate forms for all these, 
and demensions, whose correctness might be ascer- 
tained by the common measures of length, 

But the relations between the standards cannot 
be ascertained with that absolute certainty which 
should be exacted in a law fixing permanent stan- 
dards. The calculation of the dimensions of vessels 
of capacity is found, even by the most practical ar- 
tists, to be so uncertain, that they rely entirely upon 
the trials by the weight of water which they contain, 
It is of some importance that the forms of measures 
of capacity, which are used in commerce, should be 
Heft to depend upon the material or the art which it 
is found most convenient in the different parts of 
our country, to employ. And, in fine, those rela~ — 
tions and dimensions which is useful to know, wilf 
be ascertained by philosophical inquiry, and pub- 
lished in books of easy reference. Indeed they 
have been so. 

The coinmittee have proposed to establish but 
one standard of weight. It will be necessary that 
accurate models of the grain and its usual multiples 
should be proved to verify the weights which are 
used for the precious metals and for medicine. 
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The law which shall establish the standard pound, 
may declare the grains to be the seven thousandth 
part of the pound, as frequent and careful-examina- 
tion has shewn it to be. 

The committee submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assem- 
dled, That the president of the United States be 
requested, (if consent of the government of Great 
Britain shall be given thereto), to cause to be 
traced on a rod of platina, the yard of the year 
1601, which is kept in the British exchequer; to 
cause to be made of platina a pound of the weight 
in vacuo of the English avoirdupois pound, and that 
he also cause’to be made, of whatever material he 


vessel of the same capacity as the standard Win- 
chester bushel; and also.a vessel of the same capa- 
city as the standard wine gallon of England. | 
Resolved, That the president be requested to 
cause to be made for distribution among the states 
and territories, and for the purpose of verifying the 
“weights and measures used therein, models of the 
yard, on which shall be traced its divisions of feet 
and inches; models of the bushels, half bushel, 
quarter bushel, or peck, thirty-second part of a 
bushel, or quart; models of the wine.gallon, of the 
wine quart and pint; models of the pound, halt 
pound, quarter pound, of the 16th of a pound, or 
ounce, of the seven thousandth part of a pound, or 
grain; models of the penny weight, or twenty-four 


apothecaries dram, or sixty grains; models of the 
weight of twelve and half pounds, of twenty-five 
pounds, of fifty pounds, and of one hundred pounds; 
that these models of weight and measure, be formed 
with the utmost exactness from the weights and 
measures procured uncer the authority of the fore- 
going resolution, and that the number to be procur- 
ed of each model shall not exceed -——~. 
Ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


British West Indies. 


Among the proceedings of congress will be found 
a report of the committee of foreign relations of the 
senate, in respect to the restrictions imposed on 
the trade between the United States and the Bri- 
tish West India colonies. To put our readers in 
possession of another view of the subject, we pre- 
sent them the following petition of the assembly 
of Jamaica to the king—which represents the 
wants and wishes of that important colony in very 
forcible terms, 

St. Jazo de la Vega, Dec. 22, 1821, 

_ The following address to bis majesty, passed the 
honorable house of assembly onthe 12th inst, and 
has been forwarded by the packet: 

JAMAICA, S3- ’ | 
To the king’s most excellent majesty, 
The humble petition of the assembly of Jamaica, 
“We, your majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, 
the assembly of Jamaica, humbly present to your 
majesty’s consideration, a statement of the distres- 
ses which afflict this colony, and which, we cannot 
but apprehend, will increase to its destruction, un- 








a timely remedy is applied. We lament the ne. 
cessity,of detailing grievances so lately complain- 
ed of; but the pressure of unmitigated and unre- 
dresses! suffering, compels usto implore the royal 
attention to interests, which though remote, mate- 
rially concern the national welfare. The principal 


instances, inadequate to pay the duties to your 
majesty’s revenue, the charges incurred in Great 
Britain, and the expenses of cultivation. The 
planter, debarred from the hope of profit, sees 
his industry requited by accumulating debt, and 
the prospect of utter ruin to himself and his cre- 
ditors. The present state of the British market 
will give the price of fifty-seven pounds for one 
ton of sugar of moderate quality. Of this sum, 
twenty-seven pounds are paid for customs, fifteen 
pounds are deducted to defray the freight, and 
other British charges, and the small portion of fif- 
teen pounds, (not amounting to three-elevenths 
of the gross produce) remains to the colonist, as 
the share to which he is considered entitled, to re- 
ward his labor and risks, pay the annual expenses 
of his establishments, and the profit upon the large 
fixed capital he necessarily employs. No assist- 
ance is now afforded by the manufacture of rum, 
to defray the yearly contingencies of a sugar es- 
tate; the market price of that article being une- 
qual to pay the cost of manufacture and other ex- 
penses. An over supplied market is, we fear, not 
a temporary but an advancing evil.” The impor- 
tation of sugar from the East Indies for home con- 
sumption has for the last seven years, been increas. 
ing, and still continues to increase. The addi- 
tional duty imposed upon sugar imported from the 
East, has been proved by experience to have been 
Lestimated upon fallacious grounds, and not to have 
attained the object of full protection to the pro- 
duce of the West India colonies. The inhabitants 
of this island humbly press upon your majesty’s 
attention, the injustice towards the old colonies, 
of any invasion of their right to an exclusive trade 
to the mother country, in the productions of their 
soil. By the colonial system, established by Eng- 
land for her own aggrandizement, British shipping 
and British seamen, are exclusively employed in 
our commerce, No article of European growth 
or manufacture can be purchased unless imported 
from the mother country, which obtains the bene- 
fit of the carrying trade, for our supply and dou- 
ble freights, the colonies being burthened with the 
increase of charge. The whole of our produce is, 
by the same system, sent in British shipping to the 
markets of the mother country, anda nett revenue 
of three million and a half of duties on sugar alone, 
is paid to support the government. The value 
of this intercourse is felt not only in what is re- 
ceived from the colony, but in what the colony 
makes the parent state produce in the encourage- 
ment of her manufactures, the increase of her po- 
pulation, and the employment of her seamen.—Are 
we not entitled,to an advantage in return of this 
code of prohibition, restraint and taxation? The 
privilege of exclusively supplying the mother 
country with our staple commodities, is the equi- 
valent which has had the sanction of long time and 
mutual recognition, and a ratification which has 
been designated as more solemn than any which 
an act of parliament could confer. We see with 
dread the infringement of this compact.: The in- 
troduction of sugar from the East is an innovation 
of comparatively small advantage, and much less 
is it indispensable to that part of the empire, but 
it will ensure the destruction of this. 

The British colonies felt the injury of the foreign 
slave trade, being still pursued with unabated ar- 
dor. The markets of the continent are nearly en- 
grossed by the produce of foreign colonies culti- 
vated by laborers cheaply procured from Africa. 





staple commodity of the West Indies, (sugar) is, 


now reduced to a price so low, as to be, in most . 
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duties, and the insufficient drawback allowed upon 
the exportation from Great Britain, of sugar of the’ 
British West Indies, have the effects of a bounty 
upon the cultivation of foreign settlements, and a 
check upon those of England. 

Our suppliesfrom the United States of America 
ef lumber and provisions, which are essentially 
serviceable to aid the natural defects, or the fail- 
ures of our climate and soil, are straitened by the 
total interruption of that trade. The regulated 
and limited commerce which the laws of trade and 
navigation permitted in British ships, is denied to 
us by the retaliatory system of the United States, 
Provisions, the growth of the United States, tra- 
vel to us when introduced, by a double voyage and 
at an expense unnecessarily enhanced. By this 
policy, the subjects of your majesty are stinted in 
their supplies, and are taxed, while the benefit is 
confertalk on the ships of Spain and America, and 
on Spanish ports. A new system of intercourse 
upon the basis of mutual benefit, permitting the zm- 
portation in American bottoms of the products of the 
United States, and the exports of our staple com- 
modities in return, would.afford an important re- 
lief to the distresses of your majesty’s colonies, 
and have the advantage of opening to British ships 
a trade from which they are now excluded, and 
it may not be irrelevant here to observe, that the 
Americans have a free trade for sugars to the East 
Indies, while they are precluded taking any from 
us. 
The discouragement of our industry, our crip- 
pled resources, the difficulty of raising the means 
in addition to our large contribution, to the reve- 
nue of the empire, for supporting the troops sent 
for our defence, and for defraying the other ex- 
penses of our insular establishment, are grievances 
which threaten our entire ruin. We approach 
your majesty’s throne with a confidence that relief 
will be found, and that your majesty’s ministers 
will receive your royal command to propose to the 
consideration of parliament such measures as may 
restore your loyal subjects to prosperity. 

, ow the assembly the 21st day of December, 
821. 


(Signed) DAVID FINLAYSON, Speaker. 








Seventeenth Congress—first session. 
IN THE SENATE, 

March 15. The bills to amend the charter of the 
bank of the United States, and to define admiralty 
jurisdiction, were severally read a third time, pass- 
ed and sent to the house of representatives. 

Mr. Thomas made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of some persons seeking a grant of land 
in Florida, to establish a colony to cultivate coffee, 
olives, vines, &c. 

Mr. King, of New-York, from the committee on 
foreign relations, to which had been referred a 
memorial from South Carolina and one from Balti- 
more, praying a repeal of the restrictions on the 
West India trade, made the following report: 

The committee on foreign relations, to whom 
Were referred the memorial of R. Appleby and 
others, of the Colleton District, South Carolina, 
and the resolutions of the chamber of commerce 
of the city of Baltimore, praying for the repeal of 
the laws closing the ports of the United States 
against British vessels employed in the trade be. 
tween the United States and the British colonies 
in the West Indies, report: 

That, referring to the period between the com- 





Pletion of the revolution and the adoption of the | 


’ adit 





constitution, it cannot be doubted that the embar- 
rassments of the agriculture, trade, and navigation 
of the several states were truly ascribed to the 
want of power in congress to: make adequate laws 
for their serine ng and protection; and no 
motive in favor of the adoption of the constitution, 
was more strongly or more generally felt than the 
opinion, that the vesting of power in congress to 
regulate trade, would serve to promote the weifare 
and prosperity of the unicn. 

The new government, under the constitution, 
very soon experienced the influence created by 
the extraordinary changes that were taking place 
in France, and which, in the sequel, engaged all 
Europe in arms. —_ | 

War between the great maritime powers invaria- 
bly produces temporary relaxations of their laws 
respecting the trade and navigation of foreign na- 
tions with their respective territories. The sus- 
pension of these laws, and especially of such of 
them as regulated the colonial trade, had the ef. 
fect of giving to the agriculture, trade, and naviga- 
tion of the United States, the advantages which 
would have been given to them by a system of free. 
trade, that should have for its basis the equal and 
reciprocal benefits of all nations. 

The condition of neutrality that was adopted by 
the United States during the wars of the French 
revolution, secured to every commercial nation 
benefits which a peaceable and industrious people 
are able to afford during periods of great public » 
calamity; and our example during these wars, has 
served to prove that justice is the most profitable 
as well as the wisest policy of nations. : 

Since the establishment of the general peace 
some of the maritime nations, notwithstanding the 
doubts that have ‘been raised in regard to the 
truth of the former theories of trade, have return. 
ed to and resumed their ancient commercial policy; — 
and, in consequence thereof, the United. States 
have, in their own defence, been obliged to resort 
to the exercise of the powers to regulate trade 
vested in congress, for the purpgse of protecting 
and cherishing the industry and m¥Vigation of the 
states. 

Great moderation has been observed by the 
United States on this subject, and persevering en- 
deavors have been made to adjust, by treaty, their 
commercial intercourse with foreign nations, and 
especially with England, wt 









































































So far as respects the English territories in Eu- 
rope and in Asia, the intercourse is arranged by the 4 
treaty of 1815; but this treaty contains no provision Bi 
concerning the navigation and trade between the 
United States and the English colonies in the West kt 
Indies and North America. The value of this branch 
of trade, and the importance of the navigation em- 
ployed in the same, have been long understood by 
both parties, and the actual embarrassment thereof: 
which now exists, cannot be ascribed to the want of 
a disposition on the part of the United States te 
have placed the same on a fair and friendly footing; 
but it continues to be insisted on by England that 
not only the colonial trade, but the trade between 
the United States and these colonies, eught to be 
considered and regulated as a monopoly, and that 
foreign nations are bound to respect, and with 
which they may not interfere. 

The act commonly called the navigation act of 
England, while it reserves the colonial navigation 
exclusively tothe vessels of England and her colo- 
nies, opens the trade between England and foreign 
nations to the vessels of both, subject to equal and 
the same regulations. 
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The colonial, like the coasting trade, has been 
treated as a monopoly, so long as the same was 
confined to the navigation between territories of 
the same nation; but, whenever it may suit the 
convenience of a nation to open a trade between 


her colonies anda foreign nation, the claim to treat 


this trade as a monopoly is without just authority, 
being contrary to the rights of such foreign nation, 
which, within its own dominions, must possess au- 
thority to make such regulations as may be deemed 
expedient. 

It is an unwarrantable extension of national mo- 
nopolies, by ex parte laws, tu attempt to include 
the navigation of a foreign nation within the rules 
by which the navigation between portions of the 
same nation is governed. If this may be done be- 
tween the colonies anda foreign nation, it may also 
be done in respect to the navigation between any 
other portion, or the whole of the territories of such 
nation and foreign nations. 

England allows tae importation of lumber and 
bread stufis, from the United States into the colony 
of Jamaica, but forbids the same, unless the im. 
portation be made in English vessels; she also al 
lows the importation of cotton and tobacco from 
the United States into England, but, with equal 
right, she may. forbid the same, unless the importa- 
tions be made in English vessels. This has not been 
done in the latter case, and there would be but one 
sentiment in the United States should it be attempt- 
ed—yet, in the former case, this is, and has heen, 
the law ever since the date of our independence, 
and it may, with equal right, be applied to Liver. 
pool as to Jamaica. 

After long endurance and fruitless efforts to ad- 
just this question by treaty, congress, with great 
unanimity, have passed laws to countervail the re- 
strictions imposed by England upon the intercourse 
between the United States and her colonies in the 
West Indies. 

England, having forbidden the importation of 
supplies from the United States into her West In- 
dia colonies in American vessels; the United States, 
in their turn, have forbidden the exportation of 
these supplies in British vessels: the two restric- 
tions have put an end tothe direct intercourse, and 
the trade is carried on indirectly; the supplies for 
these colonies being carried in American vessels 
from the United States to the Swedish and Danish 
Islanus, and the produce of the English West In- 
dies being brought in English vessels to the same 
islands, and there exchanged for the provisions and 
lumber of the United States. American supplies 
are also sent in American vesscls to the free port 
of Bermuda, and there sold for cash; and flour, in 
like manner, is sent from the United States to the 
Island of Cuba, as well as to the port of Liverpool, 
and from these places, carried in English vessels to 
Jamaica and other English colonies in the West 
Indies. In this condition of our navigation and 
trade, our tonnage continues annually to increase, 
and the value of our expurts exceeds that of our 
imports. 

In countries of great extent, and whose produc- 
tions are various, though the people are generally 
employed in similar occupations, new regulations 
may, for a time, affect some portions of the coun- 
try more than others; but every portion soon ac- 
commodates itself ‘to the new regulation, and the 
advantages and disadvantages are, in a short time, 
certain to be equalized by the entire freedom with 
which every branch of industry is prosecuted. 

It was on account of this diversity of products, 
and of the different manner of doing business in 


| the several states, that jealousies formerly existed 
between them, which defeated every attempt to 
establish any commen regulation of trade under 
the confederation—the want of American tonnage, 
sufficient to create the requisite competition in the 
exports of the country, added to the difficulties of 
this period. | 

But as the national tonnage is now fully sufficient 
for the national exports, and as congress have offer. 
ed to all nations a system of entire equality and 
freedom, in the commercial intercourse between 
them and the United States, the time has come in 
which it has been thought to be due to the welfare 
and character of the United States to countervail 
the regulations which so long, and so much to our 
disadvantage, have been imposed by England on 
the trade and navigation between the United States 
and her West India colonies. 

This national measure, so long called for to pro. 
tect the ships and seamen of the United States, 
was calculated to awaken the remnant of local 
jealousy that may still exist among us, against the 
influence of which we may with confidence, appeal 
to the character and necessity of the law. 

By the exclusion of English vessels, American 
vessels are employed in their place, and whatever 
is lost to the former is gained by the latter. By re- 
voking the countervailing laws, we take away the 
profits now enjoyed by American vessels, and give 
them back again to the vessels of England, and, in 
so doing, grant a bounty to foreign ships at the ex. 
pense cf our own, ° 

Navigation and maritime industry, fur a peculiar 
reason, call for national protection: for the art of 
navigation is an expedient of war, as well as of 
commerce; and, in this respect, differs from every 
other branch of industry. Though it was once 
doubted, doubt no longer exists, that a navy isthe 
best defence of the United States—and this maxim 
is not More true than that a naval power never has 
existed, and can never exist without a commercial! 
marine; hence, the policy of encouraging and pro- 
tecting the ships and seamen of the United States. 

In the commercial differences which arise be- 
tween nations, the various branches of industry are 
differently affected, and calculations, founded on 
the supposed interest of either party, being often 
fallacious, may prove to be uncertain guides in the 
policy of nations, while, by referring every ques- 
tion of disagreement to the honor of the nation, 
in the purity and preservation of which, every one 
is alike concerned, a standard is provided that can 
never mislead. 

In the least as well as the most difficult disputcs, 
national honor isthe safest counsellor—and it should 
not be forgotten that public injuries long endured 
invite further aggression, and, in the end, degrade 
and destroy the pride and safety of nations. 

In respect to the commercial difference which 
has so long existed between the United States and 
England, the claim of the latter exclusively to re- 
gulate the intercourse and navigation between the 
United States and her West India colonies, has 
affected the reputation and rights of the United 
States, and the public honor justifies the counter: 
vailing measures adopted on this subject; to recede 
from the same would be equivalent to their final 
relinquishment, and would not fail to encourage the 
belief, that a wrong so long endured would no long- 
er be opposed, and that further aggresssion might 
be made without resistance. 

It must be always remembered, that the coun- 
tervailing measures which have been adopted by 





congress are entirely defensive, and, as we desir¢e 





qui 


tern 
Ria y 


exe 


con 
whi 
fore 
sub; 
are 
and, 
wer 


to 
tions 
Res 
Ap 




























































































a = —~ 


Ser Wi elilnd 


'S 
il 
Ait 
an 
és 


O. 
eS, 
cal 
he 
eal 


san 
ver 
ree 
the 
ive 
in 
€X- 


liar 

t of 

s of 

rery 

ynce 

the 

xim 
has 
reial 
pro- 
ates. 
. be- 
y are 
d on 
often 
n the 
ques- 
ation, 
y one 
at can 


putc S, 
hould 
ured 





~~ 


N [ILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 25, 1822--CONGRESS. | 69 





*~ 








e---- 


to concur in the establishment of a free trade with 
every nation, we are ready to abandon the restric 
tions on the English navigation, as soon as England 
manifests a disposition to give up the restrictions 
which she was the first to impose on our navigation: 
and does public policy require, or will the national 
honor permit, that we should do so sooner? With 
these views, the committee submit the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee on foreign relations be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration of the pétition of R. Appleby 
and others, of Colleton district, South Carolina, and of the reso- 
Jutions of the chamber of commerce of Baltimore, praying for the 
repeal of the laws imposing restrictions on English vessels em- 
ployed in the trade between the United States and the English 
colonies inthe West Indics. 


Tie renainder ct this day was occupied in con- 
sidcring a private claim and in executive business. 
March18. Mr. Johnson, of Ky. reported the fol- 
lowing bill: 
A Bill to prevent war among the Indian tribes within the terri- 
torial limits ef the United States. 

Be it enacted, by the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of America, in congress assembled, That the presi- 
dent of the United States be, and he is hegeby, authorized to take 
such measures as he may deem expedient and preper, to prevent 
war among the various Indian tribes within the limits of the 
United States, by employing the military force, or otherwise. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, and so remained until the usual 
hour of adjournment. 

March19. Mr. Johnson, of Ky. obtained leave 
and reported a bill to establish a national armory 
on the western waters. 

Many bills, chiefly of a private nature, were or- 
dered to be read a third time, and shall be noticed 
on their passage. 

March 20. -The president laid before the senate 
2 report of the secretary of the treasury, on the 
petition which had been referred to him, of gen. 
Lefebre Desnoettes, and others, French emigrants 
in Alabama, engaged in the cultivation of the vine 
and the olive, praying a modification of their grant; 
andthe report was read. 

The report of the committee unfavorable to the 
petition of J. de Villier, of Louisiana, claiming da- 
mages to the amount of 19,250 dollars, as sustained 
by cutting the levee and inundating his plantation 
in December, 1814__ was, afterconsiderable debate, 
adopted, by alarge majority, on the ground that the 
injury was done in the necessary operations of war. 

Among the bills passed this day, was one to au- 
thorize the cutting of a canal through the public 
lands in the state of Illinois, to connect the river of 
that name with the waters of lake Michigan. 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. laid on the table the follow- 
ing resolution. 


vigation,' passed the 15th May, 1820; and. also, the act laying a ton- 
nage duty on French vessels, passed the 15th of May, 1820, made 
necessary to Countervail the restrictive systems of Great Britain 
aud France, and for the protection of the navigation and com- 
merce of the United States from injuries, are still, and, as long as 
those adversary systems shall continue, must be necessary to pro- 


tect from injuries the same great interests and ought not to be 
repealed, 


Resolved, That the government of the United States, havi 
uniformly declared and avowed its attachment to the pinciples ot 
free commerce, and having, in the treaties which it has formed and 
agreed to, with foreign nations, and, in its relative acts, adhered to 
them, should be the last to abandon them, and, especially, at a 
time when every just and enlightened nation is conforming its 
commercial policy to an accordance with those principles.] 


A number of reports on private claims were re- 
ceived. ; : . 

On the report of Mr. Blackledge, from the com- 
mittee on public buildings, the house agreed to a 
resolution to try the effect of an experiment to ren- 
der the hall more suitable for the purposes of a de- 
liberative assembly: to wit, “by throwing canvass, 
or other cloth, across the base of the dome, at the 
springing of the arch, so as to exclude the dome.” 

{to allow time for this experiment, the house, 
when it rose, adjourned to Monday. ] 

On motion of Mr. Sloan, it was 


Resolved, That Philip Reed, who contests the election of Jere- 
miah Cosden, returned a member of this house, be permitted to 
appear within the bar and be heard in support of bis petition dur- 


ing the discussion of the report of the committee of elections on 
said petition. 


Mr. Mercer laid on the table the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the following be added to the standing rules of 
the bouse; “That, after any bill or resulution shali have been de- 
bated for more than three hours, in each of three successive days, 
either in committee of the whole or in the house, unless such bil] 
or resolution shall have been finally disposed of, no motion for the 


pang dag rise, or the house to adjourn, shall be in order before 
—— o'clock. - 


[The house, on the following day, refused to con- 
der the resolution—ayes 47, noes 55.] 


The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, (Mr. Builer in the chair), on the re- 
port of the committee of elections, on the memorial 
of Philip Reed, contesting the election of Jeremiah 
Cosden, returned as one of the representatives of 
the present congress from the state of Maryland. 
Tiis report, after an examination of the state- 
ments of the two parties, and the evidence by which 
they were sustained, comes to the following con- 
clusion: 

“From a full, attentive and deliberate examina- 
tion of the case, in all its points and beavings, the 
committee are impelled to the conclusion, that the 
sitting member cannot, consistent with the consti- 
tution of the United States, be allowed to retain a 
seat in this house, under the proceedings of the 
governor and councilof Maryland. That the testi- 





Resolved, That the cammittee on finance be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of vesting the secretary of the treasury | 
with special authority, by law, to dispose of the special deposite in 
the treasury of the United States, and to liquidate, upon the best 
terms in his power, with banks and individuals, al] debts which he , 


iay ascertain to be doubtful. : 4 
The senate then went into the consideration of | 


executive business; after which they adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, March15. Mr. Newton, of Va. from the 
committee on that part of the president’s message 
which relates to our commercial intercourse with 
foreign nations, and the various petitions on the 
Subject of commercial restrictions, (so called), made 
a report, which, on motion of Mr. N. was committed; 
and, on motion of Mr. Cushman, 2,000 extra copies 
were ordered to be printed. 

[This report, which is of great length, (105 quar- 


a pages), concludes with the following resolu- 
ions: F 


Resolved, That the act concerning navigation, passed the 18th 
April, 1838, and the act supplementary to the act concerning na- 





mony in relation to the two votes rejected in dis- 
trict No. 1, of Kent county, proves that these tic- 
kets were not fraudulent, and that they ought to 
have been counted at the poll of the memorialist, 
for whom they were given; and that the vote al- 
lowed to him in district No. 2, in Cecil county, 
ought to be deducted from his poll, as being clearly 
an illegal vote. Therefore, by adding to the poll 
of Philip Reed, the memorialist, two votes impro- 
perly rejected in Kent county, and deducting one 
therefrom, for that improperly allowed in Cecil 
county, he will have a majority of one vote over 
the sitting member. 


The following resolutions are submitted: 
aoe That Jeremiah Cosden is not entitled to a seat in this 
Resolved, That Philip Reed is entitled to a seat in this house.” 
But the most important part of the reasoning on 
which this report is founded, is the following: 
“The committee, being of opinion that the power 
thus virtually exercised by the governor and coun- 


cil of Maryland, in appointing a representative (co 
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the congress of the United States, (by casting lots 
where each of the candidates had an equal number 
of votes), is contrary to the express provisions of 
the constitution, and one which this house cannot 
sanction, have no hesitation in rejecting the official 
statement of the proceedings in the case as evi- 
dence of the right of the sitting member to a seat 
in this house.” | 

The report having been read, 

“Mr. Cosden rose and supported his title so the 
seat in a speech of considerable length, to which 
Mr. Reed replied—when, it being nearly 4 o’clock, 
the committee rose and had leave to sit again, &c. 


Monday, March 18. Mr. Bateman, from the com- 
mittee on the post office and post roads, to whom 
was referred a resolution directing and inquiry into 
the practicablity of detecting thetts and punishing 
the frauds and robberies of the mail, reported, in 
part, recommending the introduction, by way of 
trial, of Richard Imlay’s plan of inclosing the mail 
in copper cases, secured in iron chests with inside 
locks and sliding bars, which report, on motion of 
Mr. B. was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Cocke laid on the table the follewing resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That the act of the 2d March, 1821, to reduce and fix 
the military peace establishment of the United States, was not in- 
tended to authorize the president of the United States to dismiss 
officers then in service, and introduce othérs of the same grade 
into the army. 

Resolved, That the dismission of brevet brigadier gen. Daniel 
Bissell, cotone! of the 1st regiment of infantry, and of Joseph L. 
Smith, colonel of the 3d regiment of infantry, as supernumaries, 
and the ereation af three new colonels, to wit: ‘Towson, Fenwick, 
and Butler, on the ist of June, 1821, was not authorized by the 
terms oc ly the spirit of the act of the 2d of March, 1821. 

Resolved, That the appointment of colonel James Gadsden to the 
office of adjutant general of the United States’ army, and the dis- 
mission of coloncls Butler and Jones from that office, was not jus: 
fied by the act of the 2d of March, 1321. 

Resolved, That the transfer of lieut. col. William Lindsay, from 
the 7th pe acme infantry to the 3d regiment of artillery, after 
the Ist of June, 1821, was contrary to the regulations for the go- 
vernment of the army of the United States, and not authorized by 
the terms and spirit of the act of the 2d of March, 1821. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of congress, upon national princi- 
ples and considerations, to each officer and soldier of the 
army, in the enjoyment of his legal and constitutional rights. 


Mr. Cocke thought that the subject embraced by 
the resolutions was one which involved the interest 
of the country, and he, therefore, moved that they 
be laid on the table and printed. 

Some altercation ensued—Mr. Wright thought 
the house had business enough to do without in- 
terfering with the duties of another branch of the 
legislature. The speaker remarked, that a motion 
to lay on the table was not debateable. Mr. Cocke 
said he had a right to lay it on the table as he had 
proposed. The speaker thought it was a proper 
occasion to put the question for consideration. Mr. 
Cocke inquired by what rule he was deprived of 
the right to lay a resolution on the table. The 
speaker quoted a rule—tlie question of considera- 
tion was put and carried; ayes 62, noes 55—and 
the resolution was laid on the table, as requested 
by Mr. Cocke. 

After other business, which shall be noticed in 
its progress as necessary, the house went into com- 
mittee of the whole on the contested election of 
Messrs Reed and Coidsden. 

Mr. Reed resumed his remarks, and Mr. Cosden 
replied. Mr. Sioane explained the views of the 
committee who reported the bill. Several other 
gentlemen spoke on the subject, when, at 4 o’clock, 
the question was.taken upon the first resolution 
‘that Jeremiah Cosden is not entitled to a seat in 
the house,” and decided in affirmance of the same. 
Ayes 92. 

Mr. F. Johnson, of Ky. inquired whether this 


ee 


resolution, or whether it would not again send the 
resolution back to the people? Before a distinct 
reply was made to the question— 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the 2d resolution as 
reported by the committee, (in relation to the 
right of gen. Reed to a seat), by inserting the word 
‘not” between the word “is” and the word “en- 
titled,” thereby negativing the title of either to 
a seat. 

The question was taken thereon, and carried — 
ayes 72, nays 63. 

The committee then rose and reported its pro- 
ceedings, on which the house concurred with the 
amendment denying the right of Mr. Reed to the 
seat which he claims—yeas 73, nays71. 


Mr. Taylor observed, that the vote being so near- 
ly equal, and so many members absent, he thought 
it but justice that the ultimate question should be 
taken ina more full house—and, on his motion, at 
half past 5 o’clock, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, March19. Mr. WVewton, from the com- 
mittee on commerce, reported a bill granting cer- 
tain privileges to steam ships and vessels owned by 
incorporated companies, (the same as now belong 
to such vessels belonging to individuals), which 
was twice read and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


Mr. Russeli, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the president's mes- 
sage on the subject of recognizing the indepen- 
dence of the Seuth American governments, made 
the following report: : 

The committee on foreign affairs, to which 
were referred the message of the president, con- 
cerning the recognition of the late Spanish pro- 
vinces in America, and the documents therewith 
communicated, having examined the same with the 
most profound attention, unanimously report: 

That the provinces of Buenos Ayres, after hav- 
ing, from the year 1810, proceeded in their revo- 
lutionary movements without any obstacle from 
the government of Spain, formally declared their 
independence of that government in 1816. After 
various intestine commotions, and external colli- 
sions, those provinces now enjoy domestic tran- 
quillity, and good understanding with all their 
neighbors: and actually exercise, without opposi- 
tion from within, or the fear of annoyance from 
without, all the attributes of sovereignty. 

The provinces of Venezuela and New Grenada, 
after having, separately, declared their. indepen- 
dence, sustained, for a period of more than ten 
years, a desolating war against the armies of Spain, 
and having severally attained, by their triumph 
over those armies, the object for which they con- 
tended, united themselves, on the 19th of Decem- 
ber, 1819, in one nation, under the title of «The 
Republic of Colombia.” 

The Republic of Colombia has now a well or- 
ganized government, instituted by the free will of 
its citizens, and exercises all the functions of sove- 
reignty, fearless alike of internal and foreign ene- 
mies. The small remnant of the numerous armies, 
commissioned to preserve the supremacy of the 
parent state, is now blockaded in two fortresses, 
where it is innoxious, and where, deprived, as it 
is, of hope of succour, it must soon surrender at 
discretion; when this event shall have occurred, 
there will not remain a vestige of foreign power 
in all that immense republic, containing between 
three and four millions of inhabitants. 

The province of Chili, since it declared its inde- 
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stant and unmolested apreer of the sovereign- 
ty which it then assumed. 

The province of Peru, situated like Chili, be- 
yond the Andes, and bordering on ‘the ; Pacific 
ocean, was, for a long time, deterred from making 
any effectual effort for independence by the pre- 
sence of an imposing military force, which Spain 
had kept up in that country. Itwas not, there. 
fore, until the 12th of June, of the last year, that 
its capital, the city. of Lima, capitulated to an ar- 
my, chiefly composed of troops from Buenos Ayres 
and Chili, under the command of general San 
Martin, The greatest part of the royal troops 
which escaped on that occasion, retreated to the 
mountains, but goon left them to return to the 
coast, there to join the royal garrison in the for. 
tress of Callao, The surrender of that fortress, 
soon after, to the Americans, may be regarded as 
the termination of the war in that quarter. 

When the people of Peru found themselves, by 
this event, free to express their will, they most 
unequivocally expressed in favor of independence, 
and with an unanimity and enthusiasm which have 
no where been excelled. 

The revolution in Mexico has been somewhat 
different in its character and progress, from the 
revolutions in the other Spanish American pro- 
vinces, and its result, in respect to the organiza- 
tion of its internal government, has, also, not been 
precisely the same. Independence, however, has 
been as emphatically declared and as practically 
established, since the 24th of August last, by the 
‘Mexican empire,” as ever it has been by the re- 
publics of the south; and her geographical situa- 
tion, her population and her resources, eminently 
qualify her to maintain the independence which 
she has thus declared and now actually enjoys. 

Such are the facts which have occupied the at- 
tention of your committee, and which, in their opi 
nion, irresistably prove, that the nations of Mexico, 
Colombia, Buenos Ayres, Peru and Chili, in Spa- 
nish America, are in fact independent, 

It now remains for your committee to examine 
the right and the expediency, on the part of the 
United States, of recognizing the independence 
which those nations have, thus effectually achiev- | 
ed. 

In this examination, it cannot be necessary to 
inquire into the right of the people of Spanish 
America, “to dissolve the political bands which 
have connected them with another, and to assume, 
among the powers of the earth that separate and 
equal_station to which the laws of nature anc of 
nature’s God entitle them.” The right to change 
the political institutions of the state has, indeed, 
been exercised equally by Spain and by her colo. 
nies; and for us to deny to the people of Spanish 
America the right to independence, on the prin- 
ciples which alone sanction it here, would be vir- 

tually to renounce our own. 

The political right of this nation to acknowledge 
their independence, without offending others, does 
not depend on its justice, but on its ‘actual estab- 
lishment. To justify such a recognition, by us, it 
is necessary only to shew, as is already sufficiently 
shown, that the people of Spanish America are, 
within their respective limits, exclusively sove- 
reign; and thus, in fact, independent. With them, 
as with every other government possessing and 
exercising the power of making war, the United 
States, in common with all nations, have the right 
of concerting the terms of mutual peace and inter- 
course. ‘ 


an inquiry permitted to foreign nations, to whom 
. ee talc only to treat with “the powers that 
There is no difference in opinion, on this point, 
among the writers on public law; and no diversity 
with respect to it, in the practice of civilized na- 
tions, It is not necessary, here, tu cite authority 
for a doctrine familiar to all who paid the slightest 
attention to the subject; nor to go back, for its 
practical illustration, to the civil wars between the 
houses of York and Lancaster. . Long since, the 
| chiefs of those conflicting houses, alternately tri- 
umphed and ruled, and were alternately obeyed at 
home and recognised abroad, according as they. 
successively, exercised the powers without demon- 
strating the right—monarchies have become com- 
monwealths or republics, and powerful usurpers 
have been recognized by foreign nations, in pre- 
ference to legitimate and powerless pretenders 
Modern history is replete with instances in point. 
Have we not, indeed, within the brief period of 
our own remembrance, beheld governments vary 
their forms, and change their rulers, according to 
the prevailing power or passion of the moment 
and doing so in virtue of the principle now in 
question, without materially and lastingly affecting 
their relations with other governments? Have we 
not seen the emperors and kings of yesterday, re- 
ceive, on the thrones of exiled sovereigns, ‘who 
claimed the right to reign there, the friendly em. 
bassies of other powers, with whom those exiled 
sovereigns had sought un asylum--and have we 
not seen to day those emperors and _ kings, thus 
courted and recognized yesterday, reft of their 
sceptres, and, from a mere change of circumstan- 
ces, not of right, treated as usurpers by their suc- 
cessors, who, in their turn, have been acknowled-- 
ed and caressed by the same foreign powers? r 
The peace of the world, and the independence 
of every member of the great political family, re- 
quire that each should be the-exclusive judge of its 
own internal proceedings, and that the fact alone 
should be regarded by foreign nations. «Eve 
when civil war breaks the bonds of society and of 
government, or, at least, suspends their force and 
effect, it gives birth in the nation to two indepen- 
dent parties, who regard each other as enemies 
and acknowledge no common judge.” -It is of ne. 
cessity, therefore, that these two parties should be 
considered, by foreign states, as two distinct and 
independent nations, ‘Yo consider or treat them 
otherwise, would be to interfere in their domestic 
concerns, to deny them the right to manage their 
own affairs in their own way, and to violate the es. 
sential attributes of their respective sovereignty,—. 
For a nation to be entitled, in respect te oreign 
states, to the enjoyment of these attributes, «and 
to figure directly in the great political society, it 
is sufficient that it is really sovereign and indepen. 
dent:jthat is, that it governs itself by its own autho- 
rity and laws.” Yhe people of Spanish America 
do, notoriously, so govern themselves, and the 
right of the United States to recognize the govern. 
ments, which they have instituted, is incontestible. ° 
A doubt of the expediency of such a recognition 
can be suggested only by the apprehension that it 
may injuriously affect our peaceful and friendly re- 
lations with the nations of the other hemisphere 
Can such an apprehension be well founded? 
Have not all those nations practically sanctioned 
within the last thirty years, the very principle on 
which we now propose to act; or have they ever 
complained of one another, or of us, for acting on 
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No nation of Europe, excepting Spain herself, 
has, hitherto, opposed force to the independence 
of Spanish America. Some of those nations have 
not only constantly maintained commercial and 
friendly intercourse with them, in every stage of 
the revolution, but indirectly and efficiently, though 
not avowedly, aided them in the prosecution of their 
great object. ‘To these the acknowledgment by 
the United States, of the attainment of that object, 
must be satisfactory. 

To the ether nations of Europe, who have regard- 
ed the events occurring in Spanish America, not 
only without interference, but with apparent indif- 
ference, such an acknowledgement ought not to be 
offensive. 

The nations who have thus respectively favored 
or never opposed, the Spanish American people, 
during their active struggle for independence, can- 
not, it is believed, regard with dissatisfaction the 
formal recognition of that independence by a na- 
tion, which, while that struggle lasted, has reli- 
giously observed, towards both conflicting parties, 
all the duties of neutrality. Your committee are, 
therefore, of opinion, that we have a right on this 
occasion, confidently to expect, from what these 
nations have done or foreborne to do, during the 
various furtunes of the civil war which has terminat- 
ed, that they will frankly approve the course of po- 
licy which the U. States may now think proper to 
adopt in relation to the successful party in that war. 
It surely cannot be reasonably apprehended, that 
nations who have thus been the tranquil spectators, 
the apparent well-wishers, if not the efficient sup- 
porters of this party, and who have not made the 
faintest attempt to arrest its progress or to pre- 
vent its success, should be displeased with a third 
power, for merely recognizing the governments, 
which, owing to that success, have thus been vir- 
tually permitted, or impliedly approved, in acquir- 
ing the undisputed and ¢xclusive control of the 
countries in which they are established. It is 
therefore, on the consistency, as well as on the jus- 
tice of these nations of Europe, that we may confi- 
dently rely, that the simple recognition, on the part 
of the United States, of the necessary effect of what 
has already been done, will not be considered as a 
just cause of complaint against them; while the in- 
terested and immediate agents, who have been di- 
rectly and actively engaged in producing that ef- 


_ fect, have neither been opposed nor censured. 


Your committee, therefore, instead of seriously 
apprehending that the recognition, by the United 
States, of the independence of Spanish America, 
will be unacceptable to these nations, are not 
without hope, that they may practically approve 
it, by severally adopting a similar measure. It is 
not, indeed, unreasonable to suppose, that those 
gsovernments have, like tlis, waited only for the 
evidence of facts which might not only suffice to 
justify them, under the laws and usages of nations, 
butto satisfy Spain herself, that nothing has been 
prematurely done, or which could: justily offend 
her feelings, or be considered as inconsistent with 
her rights. As their motives for not having hitherto 
recognized the independence of Spanish America, 
may thus be supposed to have been analogous to 
our own, it is permitted to presume that the facts 
and reasons which bave prevailed on us no jonger 
to hesitate, will, confirmed as they are by our ex- 
ample, have a like influence on them. 

No nation can entertain a more sincere defer- 
ence for the feelings of Spain, or take a more 
lively imterest in her welfare, than the United 
States, It is to this deference, too evident to be 


doubted or misunderstood, that ought to be ascrib- 
ed the hesitation of this government, until now, 
to yield to the claims of Spanish America, although 
these claims were in perfect. accordance with our 
own principles, feelings aud interests. 
thus forborne to act, even at the hazard of having 
those principles and feelings misunderstood on 
this side of the Atlantic, we have, as your com- 
mittee believe, given at once satisfactory proof of 
our disinterestedness and moderation; and of our 
scrupulous respect to the principle which leaves 
the political institutions of every foreign state to 
be directed by its own view of its own rights and 
interests, 

Your committee have been pafticularly anxious 
to show, ina manner satisfactory to Spain herself, 
that the measure, which this government now pro- 
poses to adopr, has been considered with the most 
respectful attention, both in rélation to her rights 
and to her feelings. 

It is not on the laws and usages of nations, or on 
the practice of Spain herself on tike occasions, that 
your committee have relied for our justification 
towards her. 

‘The fact that, for the last three years, she has 
not senta single company of troups against her 
transatlantic colonies, has not been used as evi- 
dence of their actual independence, or of her want 
of power to oppose it. This fact, explained as it 
is, by the public acts of Spain herself, is regard- 
ed by your committee as evidence only of her 
policy. 

The last troops collected at Cadiz, in 1819, which 
were destined to suppress the revolutionary move- 
ments in Spanish America, not only rejected that 
service, but joined in the revolution, which has 
since proved successful tn Spain itself. The decla- 
ration of the leaders in that revolution was, that 
“Spanish America had a right to be free, and that 
Spain should be free.” Aithough the constitution, 
which was re-established by that revolution, gua- 
ranteed the integrity of the Spanish dommions, yet 
ithe principles on which that constitution was 
founded, seem to discountenance the employment 

of force for the accomplishment of that object, in 
contempt of the equal rights and declared will of 
the American portion of the Spanish people. The 
conduct of the government, organized under that 
constitution, has aniformly been, in this respect, in 
conformity to those principles. Since its existence, 
there has not been even a proposal by that govern- 
ment to employ force for the subjugation of the 
American provinces but merely recommendations 
of conciliatory measures for their pucification, 


The answer of tlie cortes, on the 10th of July, 
1820, to the address of the king, furnishes conclu- 
sive proof of this policy. 


‘The intimate union,” says this answer, ‘of the 
cortes with your majesty; the re-establishment of 
the constitution; the faithful performance of pro- 
mises, depriving malevolence of all pretext, will 
facilitate the pacification of the ultra marine pro- 
vinces, which are ina state of agitation and dissen- 
sion The cortes, on its part, will omit no oppor- 
tunity to propose and adopt measures necessary for 
the observance of the constitution and restoration of 
tranquillity in those countries, to the end that the Spain 
of both worlds may thus form a single and happy fa- 
mily,”” 

Although the ultra marine provinces are not here 
encouraged to expect absolute independence, yet 
they are no longer treated as vassal colonies, or 
; threatened with subjugation, but are actually re- 
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cognized as brothers in the great constitutional and | 


ree family of Spain. : 3 

; A save’ mel to the cortes, on the 24th of June, 
1821, by a committee appointed by that body, not 
only manifestly corroborates the policy above stat- 
ed, but sufficiently intimates that the recognition 
of the independence of Spanish America by Spain 
herself, had nearly been the measure recommend- 
ed by that committee. : 

That report avers, that “tranguijiity is not suffi- 
cient, even if it should extend throughout America, 
with a prospect of permanency: No! it falls short 
of the wishes of the friends of humanity.” 


In speaking of the measure demanded by the 
crisis, it says that this measure was not only warmly. 
approved by the committee, but, at frst, entirely us- 
sented to by the ministers, with whom it had been 
discussed, and failed only to be proposed to the 
cortes “by these ministers having, on account of pect- 
liay occurrences, suspended their judgment.” It speaks 
of this measure as indicative of a new and glorious 
resolution; that it was demanded by America and 
the true intcrests of the peninsula; that from it 
Synain might reap advantages which otherwise she 
could never expect; and that the dies of kindred 
and the uniformity of religion, with commercial re- 
lations, and those emanating from free insiitutions, 
would be the surest pledge of mutual harmony and 
close union, 

Your committee do not feel themselves autho- 
rized to say, positively, what that measure was, but 
they do not hesitate to declare their entire convic- 
tion, that no measure, short of a full recognition of 
unconditional independence, could have deserved 
the character, nor been capable ef producing the 
effects ascribed to it. 


It is, therefore, sufficiently manifest that Spain, 
far from wishing to call into action her means of pro- 
secuting hostilities against the people of Spamish 
Amcrica, has renounced even the feelings of an enemy 
towards them, and, but for “peculiar occurrences,” 
had been prepared nearly a year age, to conscnt to 
their independence, 

She has not only practically discontinued, and 
evenemphatically deprecated, the employment of 
force to restore tranquillity to Spanish America, 
but she has declared that even universal and per- 
manent tranguillity there “falls short of the wishes 
of the friends of bumanity.” 


While she appeals to “the ties of kindred,” she 
undoubtedly feels them; and if she has not aban- 
doned her desire, so often avowed, of mere con- 
stitutional union and equal commercial intercourse 
with her former colonies, as between provinces of the 
same empire, @ union and an intercourse which in- 
tervening Andes and oceans seem to render highly 
inconvenient, if not utterly impracticable, she evi- 
dently refers the accomplishment of this desire to 
the unawed deliberations, and to the congenial and 
kindred feelings of the people of those colonies, 
and thus substantially acknowledges their indepen- 
dence, 

_ Whatever may be the policy of Spain, however, 
in respect to her former American colonies, our 
recognition of their independence can neither af.- 
fect her rights, nor impair her means, in the accom. 
plishment of that policy. We cannot, for this, be 
justly accused of aiding in the attainment of an in- 
dependence which has already been established 
without our assistance. Besides, our recognition 
Must necessarily be co-existent only with the fact 
on which it is founded, and cannot survive it. While 


the nations of Spanish America are actnally inde. | 





tine "~ 


vn pre it is simply to speak thetruth to acknow- 
edge them to be so. 

Should Spain, contrary to her avowed principles 
and acknowledged interests, renew the war for the 
conquest of South-America, we shall, indeed, re- 
gret it, but we shall observe, as we have done, be- 
tween the independent parties, an honest and ims 
partial neutrality; but, on'the other hand, should 
Spain, f:ithful to her own glory and prosperity, con- 
sent that her offspring in the new world should 
enjoy the right of self-government, equally with 
their brethren in the old, we shail sincerely rejoice 
—and we shall cherish, with equal satisfaction, and 
cultivate with equal assiduity, the friendship of res 
generated Spain and of emancipated America. 

Your committee, in justice to their own feelings 
and to the feelings of their fellow-citizens, have 
made this declaration without disguise, and they 
trust that the uniform character and conduct of this 
people will save it from liabilityto misinterpretation. 

Happy in our own institutions, we claim no pri- 
vilewe; we indulge no ambition to extend them to 
other nations; we admit the equal rights of all na- 
tions to form their own governments and to admi- 
nister their own interosl affairs as they may judge 
proper; and, however they may, im these respects, 
differ from us, we do not, on that account, regard 
with the less satisfaction their tranquillity and hap- 
piness. 

Your committee having thus considered the sub- 
ject referred to them, in all its aspects, are unani- 
mously of opinion, that it is just and expedient to 
acknowledge the independence of the s¢veral na- 
tions of Spanish America, without any reference to 
the diversity in the forms of their governments; 
and, in accordance with this opinion, they respect. 
fully submit the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the house of representatives concur in the op® 
nion expressed by the president, in his message of the 8th March, 
1822, that the American provinces of Spain, which have declared 
their independence, and are in the enjoyment, of it, ought to be 
recognized, by the United States, as indépendent states 

Resolved, That the eommittee of ways and mea>-s be imstracted 
to report a bill appropriating a sum, not exceeding one handred 
thousand dollars, to enalile the president of the United States te 
give due effect to such recognition. 


Five thousand additional copies of the preeeding 
report were ordered to be printed. 
On motion of Mr Hail, of N. C. it was 


Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary, be instrueted to 
inquire into the propriety of repealing the act of 1813, to encou- 


rage vaccination, and if on inquiry, it shall seem proper, that they 
report a bill to that effect. 


I'he house again refused to consider the resolu- 
tion for fixmng a time for the adjournment of cof- 
gress—for it 47, against it 67, : 

The house then went into consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday, (the contested 
election of Messrs Cosden and Reed.) 

The question was first taken upon concurrence 
with the committee of the whole in their agreemen: 
to the first resolution reported by the committee . 
of elections, viz: “That Jeremiah Cosden is not en. 
titled to a seat in the house,” and the same was af.- 
tirmed—ayes 91, noes 27. : 

The question was then about to be put on ogree- 
ing to the other resolution reported by the com- 
mittee, as yesterday amended, so as to declare that 
Mr. Reed is not entitled to aseat— 

Mr. Wrizht moved a re-consideration of the vote 
taken yesterday denying the right of Mr. Reed to 
a seat in the house—refused 68 to 66, 

After debate, &c. the question then recurred on 
the second resolution, as amended, and reported by 
the committee of the whole, and the yeas and 
nays being called, were-— 

Yeas 74 
Nays 75 
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_. The speaker, under the rule of the house, “that, | 


in all cases of ballot by the house, the speaker shall 
vote; in other cases he shall not vote, unless the 
house be equally divided, or unless his vote, if 
given to the minority, will make the division equal, 
and, in case of such equal division, the question 
shall be lost”’—voted in the affirmative, which made 
an equality of votes upon the proposition before 
The effect of this vote was decided by 
the chair to be, that the affirmative proposition, 
viz: Philip Reed is nov entitled to a seat in this house, 
was lost, and was equivalent to a determination in 
the affirmative of the original proposition of the 
committee of elections in favor of Mr. Reed. 

Mr. Baldwin appealed from the decision of the 
chair—many gentlemen spoke on the subject, and 
the decision of the chair was reversed. 

Mr. Sanders then presented the following reso- 
ution: 


Resolved, That Philip Reed is entitled toa seat in this house, as 
one of the representatives of Maryland. 
On this question the yeas and nays were order- 


ed, and the resolution was carried, as follows— 
yeas $2, nays 77. 

Mr. Reed then appeared, was qualified and took 
his seat, and : 

The house adjourned. | 

Wednesday, March 20. After much minor busi- 
ness— 

On montion of Mr. Rich, it was 


Resolved, That the committee of claims be instructed to! inquire 
into the ee gu / of providing by law, for a settlement, upon the 
best evidence of which the cases will admit of, the accounts of per- 
sons charged with public moneys on the books of the third auditor 
of the treasury, prior to the Ist of February, 1915. 


A motion prevailed to consider the resolution 
from the senate, fixing a period for the adjourn- 
ment of congress—yeas 79, nays 74.. Some discus- 
sion took place and the further consideration of the 
resolution was postponed until the second Monday 
in April, 

The bills that had passed the senate were re- 
ceived, &c. ) 

On motion of Mr. Smith, Md. the house resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, on the unfinished business of Thurs- 
day last, on the bill authorizing the secretary of 
the treasury to exchange a stock bearing an inte- 
rest of five per cent, for certain stocks bearing an 
interest of six and seven per cent.—-Mr. Lathrop 


. in the chair. 


The question recurred, upon the motion of Mr. 
Baldwin, to amend the first section of the bill, by 
extending the pfovisions of the bill so as to include 
also two millions of six per cent stock created by 
the loan of 1820. 

The question being taken on this motion for 
amendment, it was negatived without a division. 

Mr. Cambreleng submitted an amendment to 
make the amount of stock to be issued, as high as 
thirty millions, at 5 per cent. interest, to redeem the 
stocks paying six or seven per cent. under certain 
regulations, and supported his. proposition in a 
speech of considerable length. A debate followed, 
the committee rose without finally acting on the 
subject and reported, and the house adjourned. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS—MARCH 21. 

In the senate—The most prominent subject was 
the private claim of George Shannon, who, while 
sonducting home an Indian chief that had accom- 
panied Lewis and Clark in their expedition to the 
Pacific, was wounded and lost his leg in conse- 
quence—it was proposed to grant him 640 acres 
of land. 


_ 
ee 


After debate, though the senate appeared to 
have no objection to pensioning the individual, the 
bill, on account of its precedent, was: indefinitely 
postponed. 

Executive business occupied the remainder of 
the day. 

In the house of representatives, a good deal of 
private or local business was attended to. 


It appears that the experiment made to improve 
the hall has failed—for Mr. Mercer laid on the ta- 
ble the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the. public buildi in. 
_ structed to inquire into the practicabiicy if further pens odie 


tion of t i i 
the centre building, deugoed for the pubhe hurary- 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
unfinished busines of yesterday, (the bill authoriz- 
ing the secretary of the treasury to exchange cer. 
tain stocks), Mr. Lathrop in the chair—the question 
being upon the amendment submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Cambreleng. 


On this question, and others which succeeded, 
a long debate took place, which occupied the house 
till near five efelat. 


The amendment proposed by Mr. Cambrelenz 
was finally negatived, 78 to 52; and, after disposing 
of many other propositions to amend, but without 
getting through the bill, the house adjourned. 








CHRONICLE. 


A new frizate, rated at 44 guns, and named the 
“Potomac,” is to be launched this day at the navy 
yard in Washington. 

Mr. Randolph, Leave for this gentleman for the 
remainder of the session, was asked a few;days ago. 
It appears that he proceeded to New York, and 
there embarked for England in the ship Amity. 

The Washington City Gazette, noticing the de- 
parture of Mr. R. observes—“On behalf of our 


congressional friends we may be allowed to say— 


“Fare thee weil, Jack! ’ 
“We could have better spared a better man.” 
Marriages. We observe that at Groton, N. H. 


five gentlemen of the name of Perkins, were re- 
cently married at one time and place. 

Boston. The people of this town have decided 
that it shall become a city, under authority granted 
by the legislature of Massachusetts at its last ses- 
sion. For a city charter 2797; against it 1881— 
majority 916. The people are also to vote in 
wards. 


j 


New wonrks. A work has just appeared at Wash- 
ington, from the pen of “John Taylor, of Caroline, 
Virginia,” entitled «Tyranny unmasked”—on the 
internal and external policy of the United States, 
in relation to agriculture, commerce and manufac- 
tures, and the tendency of the present confederated 
powers of the United States towards a consojidated 
government. Price, in boards; 1 50; bound, $1 79. 


Davis &# Force, of Washington, propose to pub- 
lish the rev. Dr. Jedediah Morse’s report to the 
secretary of war on Indian affairs, comprising the 
narrative of his tours in 1820 and 1821, under 2 
commission from the president of the United States 
—illustrated by various statements, statistical tables 
and maps: intended to give a general view of the 
Indian tribes within the territory of the U. States. 
It will make about 400 octavo pages, and be deli- 





vered to subscribers at $2 75 in boards. It is to 
be put to press immediately. 
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